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fora 


GENERAL  PE  A  C  E 


GENTLEMEN,  ;  .  . 

?O$0$G|  DO  not  write  from  any  pecu- 
I  ^  niary  or  lucrative  motive;  my 
*OOGk  fentiments  are  pure  and  unpre¬ 
judiced  ;  they  flow  not  from  anarchy  or 
fpleen :  my  words  are  not  dictated  by 
party- zeal  or  animofity ;  and,  I  hope, 
are  not  unworthy  an  Englishman,,  nor 
unbecoming  an  honeft  man.  A  deep 
fenfe  of  human  calamities,  occanoncd 
by  the  fword  yet  unfheathed,  incites  me 
to  lay  before  you  thefe  few  pages. 

B 


- 


I  hardly  need  defcend  into  particulars 
to  inform  you,  or  my  reader,  of  the  de- 
ftrudion  and  devaluation  among  indivi¬ 
duals,  where  the  feat  of  war  happens  to 
be  :  it  may  fufflce  that  nothing  is  more 
ruinous  than  a  tedious  war ;  for  while 
the  fubjed  feels  the  fcourge  of  it  by  the 

f  *  Jk 

fword,  he  is  equally  diftreffed  by  heavy 
exactions  and  contributions. 

The  gentleman  who  yefterday  polfefled 
a  fortune  of  the  higheft  affluence,  is  to¬ 
day  reduced  to  the  loweft  pitch  of  pe¬ 
nury,  and  his  hopeful  progeny  to  beggary 
and  contempt  :  and  the  wealthy  citizen, 
after  feeing  the  chaftity  of  his  daughters 
violated,  views  his  houfe  plundered,  and 
his  all  given  to  the  foldiers.  Such  are 
the  waftes  of  war  !  Happy  land,  that  is 
only  the  fpedator,  not  the  fpedacle  ! 
The  Ihocking  barbarities  committed  in 
Germany,  and  the  amazing  hardfhips 

fuftained  in  America,  muft  make  an  im- 

.  1  >  .  ,  ^ 

prelflon  of  the  moll  fenfible  kind  into 
the  mind  of  him  who  poflefles  the  leaft 
feelings  of  humanity. 


(  3  ) 

To  flop  the  effufion  of  Chriftian  blood 
■  would  be  a  glorious  and  godlike  ail ;  nor 
has  there  hitherto  been  a  time  when  it 
would  be  more  acceptable  than  the  pre- 
fent :  it  is  ardently  wilhed  for  by  thou- 
fands  and  by  millions ! 

■> 

Ah  !  let  not  the  cries  of  the  weeping 
orphan  be  heard  from  nation  to  nation; 
nor  the  piteous  fhrieks  of  the  deflowered 
maid,  who  has  fuffered  by  the  ruffian’s 
brutality.  Let  cities  no  more  be  levelled 
to  the  ground,  nor  peaceful  hamlets  feel 
the  rage  of  war.  Let  a  noble  and  hu¬ 
mane  emulation  glow  in  our  fouls,  to 
fpare  thefe  cruelties ;  and  let  us  call  to 
memory  what  the  modern  Sophocles  has 
told  us : 

—Angel-powers,  tho’  Gallia  bend, 

Tho’  fame,  with  all  her  wreaths,  attend 
On  bleeding  war’s  tremendous  fway ; 

The  fons  ofleifure  ftill  complain, 

And  mufing  fcience  fighs  in  vain. 

For  peace  is  ftill  away. 
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iii  defence  of  property  we  drew  the 
fvvordj  in  charity  to  the  bufferings  of  our 
fellow-creatures,  no  matter  whether 
friend  or  enemy,  let  us  (heath  it.  The 
balance  c  f  power  is  in  our  hands,  and  we 
mull  be  the  principal  arbiters  of  a  peace, 

It  is  effentially  neceffary  to  make  a  per¬ 
manent  and  honorable  peace  :  that  our 
plenipotentiaries  be  men  of  probity  and 
liability ;  or  if  we  buffer  ourfelves  to  be 
cajoled  by  the  intrigues  of  courtiers,  or 
the  artifices  of  minifters,  who  are  ac¬ 
tuated  by  lucrative  views,  to  what  pur- 
pofe  has  been  all  this  bloodfhed  ?  Our 
peace  will  be  neither  fafe  nor  honourable, 
our  tranquillity  will  not  be  long  undif- 

turbed,  and  our  finances  will  in  time  be 
exhaufted. 

v  .  I 

The  character  and  (entimentof  a  man 
employed  in  this  important  office  can¬ 
not  be  too  fufficiently  enquired  into  and 
examined  :  and  in  this  ferutiny  let  not 
ttie  thoughts  of  popularity  or  court-in¬ 
fluence 
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fluence  bias  us.  A  man  may  be  honert, 
though  a  courtier  j  and  a  knave,  though 
popular.  The  grand  objedt  of  our  at¬ 
tention  ftjould  be,  whether  he  is  a  friend 

to  his  country. 

\  '  . 

Some  people  have  thought  that  the 
choice  of  a  plenipotentiary  is  a  matter  of 
no  difficulty  or  confequence;  becaufe,as 
they  apprehend,  he  adts  all  from  inftruc- 
tion.  Such  people,  however,  are  mif- 
taken.  A  man,  thus  entrufted,  has  of¬ 
tentimes  power  to  forego  his  inftrudtions, 
and  to  retradt  it  if  he  fees  occafion ; 
theiefore  it  is  a  matter  of  the  higheft 
cpnfequence  that  men  thus  inverted 
ihould  be  the  friends  of  their  country, 
poflelfed  of  a  large  ffiare  of  wifdom  and 
lagacity,  proof  againft  flattery  and  temp¬ 
tation,  and  unfhaken  in  their  refolution. 

They  are  the  men  who  are  to  obtain 
tbofe  ineftimable  bleffings  we  have  fought 
for  .  they  are  to  crown  our  toils  with 
what  We  have  long  wdrtied  for  :  and  they 

1  are 
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are  to  l'ecure  our  power  on  fuch  a  balls 
that  our  tranquillity  fhall  remain  undif- 
turbed.  Happy  England  !  if  thou  make 
choice  of  fuch  friends  when  they  are 
mod;  ferviceable. 

I  would  not  have  it  inlinuated  from 
thefe  fentiments  that  I  affume  to  didate  ; 
or  that  I  fuppofe  you  to  be  ignorant  of 
fo  material  an  article ; — no  !  they  are 
fubmitted  to  your  perufal  with  the  fame 
candor  that  they  are  writ,  and  at  lead: 
they  can  do  you  no  harm*. 

After  having  fpoke  fo  freely  concern¬ 
ing  plenipotentiaries,  it  may  be  expeded 
I  fhould  fay  fomething  concerning  con- 
cedions. 

If  fort  St.  Philip,  as  well  as  the  other 
fortified  places  in  the  ifle  of  Minorca, 
were  difmantled,  I  think  it  would  accrue 
more  to  our  advantage  than  the  polTeffion 

of 

«  w  *  • 

% 


*  A  faying  of  Benedict  XIV . 
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of  that  ifland  ;  the  revenues  of  which 
are  well  known  cannot  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  keeping  it  in  a  proper  ftate  of 
defence.  Jt  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be 


a  matter  of  confequence,  whether  it  be 


fubjedl  to  Great-Britain,  France,  or 
Spain,  in  this  condition.  A  Britifh  fqua7 
dron  in  the  Mediterranean,  under  the 
direction  of  a  brave  Admiral,  can  always 
over-awe  the  Italian  ftates,  and  even 
command  refped:  from  Spain  ;  therefore 
Minorca,  in  -my  opinion,  is  not  of  that 

4  * 

importance  it  was  lately  imagined  to  be, 
and  would  become  of  lefs  were  the  forti- 

v  r  '  •  »  n  *  ,  .  J  *  i  i  a  *  4 

fications  demolifhed.  , 

\  -  «  <  • 
c 


;  }  *  T  ,  (  .  1  a  ,  .  >  •  - 

If  Dunkirk  too  were  difmantled,  we 

. 

fhould  find  ourfelves  no  lofers  ;  but  the 
harbour  fhould  be  made  fo  fhoal  as  not 

•  J  ,  '  ’  l  *  V  H  1  *  (  '*  '  J  -  A 

to  admit  a  veflel  of  more  than  feventy 

*  .  v  «  .  I  , 

or  eighty  tons  burden  at  high  water. 


a  /  \  I  ,»y 

•  / 

The  inhabitants  of  Hanover  fhould, 
in  confideration  of  the  -  bufferings  and 
Ioffes  they  have  fuftained,  receive  fome 

kind 
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kind  of  indemnification  from  the  French’, 
as  I  apprehend  they  were  rather  occa- 
fioned  on  our  account,  than  any  motive 
of  their  own.— However,  this  is  an  ar¬ 
ticle  I  cannot  <  ftrenuoufly  in  fid  upon; 
much  may  be  urged  on  both  fides  con¬ 
cerning  the  juftice  of  the  caufe. 

>  r 

I  ’  • '  '  ‘  '  *  /  f  \  ~  f  7  f  u 

(  *  ^  v  '-•»  1m  i  1  «  .  /  .* 

% 

What  terms  the  King  of  Prufiia  is 
willing  to  demand  at  this  didance, ’  and 
with  our  fmall  knowledge  of  his  affairs, 
is  impoffible  to  penetrate  :  but  no  doubt 
he  would  be  very  glad  to  regain  his  own 
territory ;  and,  I  think,  if  he  is  fo  happy 
as  to  obtain  that  valuable  acquifition, 
notwithdanding  the  expence  of  the  war, 
he  may  be  very  well  pleafed :  for-  the 
article  will  redound  to  his  eternal  honour. 
He  drew  the  fword,  as  he  faid,  in  de¬ 
fence  of  his  dominions  ;  and  if  he  is 
able  to  retain  them  in  fpite  of  the  u- 
nited  efforts  of  half  of  Europe,  joined 
in  a  confederacy  to  crufh  him,  his 
panegyric  will  be  a  glorious  theme  for 
the  hidorian  and  annalid.  But  I  am 

afraid 


afraid  this  wi]J  not  be  confented  to  • 
there  is  a  probability  that  Ruffia  will 
keep  polfeffion  of  Pruffia,  and  Auflria 
gain  that  of  Silefia.  Guelderlahd  will 

*  4-  *  > 

doiibtlefs  revert  to  its  former  mailer, 
and  fo  will  Embden  :  but  there  may  be 
fome  llipulation  for  the  Elector  of  Sax¬ 
ony,  though  I  cannot  think  this  very 
legal,  fince  he  was  fo  blinded  with  the 
lucre  of  gain,  as  to  become  the  tool  of 
the  league. 

The  other  fecular  princes  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  wrho  have  oppofed  the  league, 
fnult  fubmit  to  the  conditions  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia  and  the  Elector  of  Ha¬ 
nover  ;  but  the  French  ffiould  make 
fome  amends  for  the  devaifation  they 
have  made  in  Heffe  and  Hanau,  as  well 
as  Hanover. 

»  •  *  •  J 

If  the  Eccleliallical  Princes  be  confi- 
dered  in  the  fame  light  as  if  the  war 
had  never  been,  it  will  be  the '  moll 
proper  notice  that  can  be  taken  of  them. 
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If  Sweden  too  be  confidered  in  tile 
fame  manner,  it  may  be  very  confident 
with  tlie  true  caufe  of  the  war,  in 
which  they  had  no  immediate  concern  ; 
for  it  can  never  enter  into  rny  head,  but 
that  both  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Berlin  entertained  ambitious  view: 


"S  * 


Should  all  the  French  fettlements  in 
the  Eaft-Xndies,  except  thole  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  be  ceded  to  the 
Englifh,  the  difturbances  in  that  part  of 
the  world  would  not  be  fo  frequent.  The 
Nabob  neither  would  be  fo  ready  to  en¬ 
ter  into  the  meafures  of  the  French, 
Thus  the  expence  of  keeping  a  large 
fleet  there  might  be  fpared,  and  other 

concomitant  charges-. 

o 

Any  thoughts  of  returning  Senegal 
rnd  Goree  fhould  not  be  entertained, 
becaufe  fuch  a  proceeding  would  be  op- 
polite  to  the  true  interefl  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms.  The  retaining  of  thefe  pofTei- 
fions  will  be  no  fmall  advantage  to  us  ; 
our  enemies  will  be  deprived  of  enjoy- 

ing 


—  _ 


ine  a  valuable  branch  of  commerce, 

o 

and  we  not  neceffitated  to  purchafe  the 
Gum  Senega  from  the  Dutch,  who  have 
it  from  the  French.  Thus  the  price 
of  that  valuable  drug,  which  is  fo  much 
ufed  in  feveral  of  our  manufactures, 
will  be  much  reduced ;  nor  will  our 
profits  end  here  :  many  individuals  of 
this  nation,  the  merchants  elpecially, 
muft  perceive  tire  advantages  of  retain¬ 
ing  fuch  a  conqueft.  When  thefe  places 
are  in  our  poffeffion,  there  is  little  pro¬ 
bability  that  the  French  will,  on  any 
future  commitment  of  hoftilities,  annoy 
our  African  fettlements.  Their  men 
of  war,  when  they  have  no  place  there 
to  protect  them  from  the  wind  and  cur¬ 
rency,  will  not  venture  to  appear  off 
that  coaft,  and  deftroy  the  flave-fhips 
of  London,  Liverpool  and  Briftol,  as 
was  experienced,  with  confiderable  Jofs, 
in  the  year  1 7 57* 

The  conqueft  of  the  ifiand  of  Gua¬ 
deloupe,  is  of  more  importance  than  at 
firft  it  was  thought  to  have  been.  When 

C  2 


we 
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we  laughed  at  the  acquifition,  and  con- 
iiaeied  it  as  below  our  conception,  we 
knew  not  the  value  of  it.  Capt.  Gar¬ 
diner,  in  his  account  of  the  expedition 
againfl  this  ifland,  fays  : 


“  The  foil  is  rich  ;  and  efpecially  at 
Grand-Terre,  fo  fertile,  that  the 
cancs  are  frequently  cut  fix  times 
“  without  re-planting  j  and  in  Marti- 
“  nico  the  fined:  plantation  never  pro- 
“  duced  more  than  feven  crops,  and  but 
“  very  few  did  that  indeed  ;  for  the 

*  n* 

grcateit  part  of  what  are  called  Mar- 
tinico  fugars  are  the  real  produce  of 
“  Guadeloupe,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
<c  are  obliged  to  fend  them  to  Marti- 
“  nico  before  they  could  be  transported, 


‘‘  to  Old  France.”  : 

.  '  J  *  » 

T  fuch  be  the  value  of  Guadeloupe,  l 
cannot  agree  with  fome  propofitions  I 
have  feen  in  the  public  papers  to  reftore 
it.  Our  enemies,  by  the  advantages  of 
their  Leeward  iflands,  fupplant  us  in 

ferving 


f  > 
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ferying  the  principal  markets  of  Europe 
with  fugars,  cotton,  indigo.  See.  by 
pur  keeping  pofleffion  of  this  ifland  they 
will  not  be  furnifhed  with  fufficient 
quantities  to  frock  the  foreign  markets, 
confequently  that  intereft  will  fall  to 
us.  Guadeloupe  frequently  produces 
almoft  an  equal  quantity  of  fugar  with 

.The  duty  on  the  commo¬ 
dities  imported  to  Great-Britain  an¬ 
nually  from  this  ifland  will  amount  to 

5*  i 

a  prodigious  fum  ;  therefore  would  not 
the  reftoring  of  this  ifland  be  greatly 
aflifting  cur  enemies  in  their  prefent  di- 
flrelied  circumftances  ?  And  would  it 
not  be  linking  a  very  fevere  blow  at  our 
own  commerce  ? 

(i  -  '  '  •  ^  . 

Should  the  ifland  of  Martinico  be 

*  •  *  •  *  #  '<  , 

taken  before  the  conclufion  of  a  general 
peace  (though  there  is  net  the  leaft  pro¬ 
bability  by  the  commanders  we  at  pre¬ 
fent  have  in  thofe  parts)  it  may  be  re- 
•  ftored,  and  not  much  affedl  the  inte- 
reft  of  thefe  kingdoms ;  for  France,  by 

J>  ’  ’*»  *  .  !  ,  »  '  .  V 

this 
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this  ifland,  and  that  part  of  Hilpaniola 
which  her  fubje&s  have  planted,  may 
be  enabled  to  fupply  her  own  markets 
at  home  with  the  produce  of  thefe 
iflands,  which  will  be  neither  enrich¬ 
ing  herfelf,  nor  impoverifhing  us  :  as 
the  commodities  would  be  confumed 
among  themfelves,  fo  would  the  money 

be  circulated. 

\  - 

The  iflands  of  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent 
and  Dominica,  which  the  French  have 
ufurped  and  fortified,  ought  to  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Englifh,  and  fome  indem¬ 
nification  made  to  the  Duke  of  Mon¬ 
tague  for  the  immenfe  lofs  he  has  dif¬ 
fered.  St  Lucia  is  univerfally  allowed  to 
be  a  valuable  ifland,  and  might  be  of 
very  great  advantage  to  England. 

It  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  a  matter  of 
importance  who  are  the  pofFeflbrs  of  the 
ifle  of  Marigalante ;  but  if  it  was  re¬ 
turned  to  the  French,  I  believe  we 
fhould  find  ourfelves  no  lofers ;  and  if 


I 
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ta.i-c.cn,  tiie  exchanging  of"  Quebec  for 
it,  will,  I  prelume,  be  the  beft  bar- 
\\c  can  make  :  and  will  any  mark 
vvno  lias  the  intereft  of  his  country  at 
heart,  and  who  knows  any  thing  of 
tncie  places,  blame  the  ilipulatidn ;  not- 

withftanding  we  purchafed  Quebec  at 
fuch  an  high  price. 

_  '■  % 

I  am  certain  that  Montreal  is  not  fd 

well  known  in  England  as  many  of  the 
other  French  iettlements,  therefore  I  will 
lay  berore  the  reader  afhort  account,  that 
he  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  judge 
of  its  importance. 

Montreal,  or  Mount-Royal,  is  fitu- 
ated  on  an  illand  in  the  river  of  St.  Lau¬ 
rence.  About  1 20  miles  S.  W.  from 
Quebec  is  the  feat  of  a  governor,  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  governor  of  Quebec; 
who  has  i  ooo  crowns  a  year  falary, 
which  he  improves  by  trading  with  the 
Indians  about  the  Great  Lakes  for  furs, 
which  they  exchange  for  arms,  axes, 

knives. 
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knives,  cattle  of  European  breed,  &c. 
by  which  traffic  the  French  com¬ 
monly  clear  200  per  cent.  The  mer¬ 
chants  of  Montreal  are  generally  factors 
to  thofe  of  .Quebec.  This  fort  of  tra¬ 
ding  is  free  for  any  one,  fo  that  this  is 
a  good  place  to  get  an  eftate  in.  The 
Governor- General  goes  thither  once  a 
year,  to  fhare  the  perquifites  with  the 
Governor  of  Montreal,  andtogetpre- 
fents  from  the  Indians  thereabouts. 
There  are  a  fort  of  pedlars  who  fre¬ 
quent  this  ifland,  and  are  known  by  the 
name  of  Coureurs  de  Bois,  who  trade 
in  canoes  among  the  natives  round  the 
lakes,  or  upon  the  rivers,  and  flay  a- 
broad  fometimes  a  year  and  an  half  up¬ 
on  one  voyage ;  and  fo  return  well 
fraught  with  furs,  of  which  they  make 
1 50  per  cent,  which  (like  our  feamen 
when  a  man  of  war  is  paid  off )  they 
Ipend  upon  their  miftrefs  and  bottle, 
and  then  aboard  the  canoe  again.  Thefe 
pedlars  have  the  management  of  two 
licenced  canoes,  belonging  to  the  mer- 

D  chants 


chants  of  Montreal,  on  each  of  which  they 
load  goods  to  the  value  of  1000  crowns, 
which  bring  home  a  furprizing  profit. 
The  whole  ifland  is  full  of  fine  planta¬ 
tions  ;  the  fortifications,  which  have 
been  lately  improved,  are  good  and  re - 
gu’ar.  This  place  might  ferve  for  a 
frontier  tpwn,  and  be  a  very  good  one 
too,  ap-ainlb  the  encroachments  of  the 
French,  the  river  St.  Laurence  not  be-* 
in^  navigable  above  it.  • 

o  o 

.  .  .  4  *  v  1 

.  r  *  ‘  •  -t  r>  r  ; 

Our  keeping  pofleflion  of  Louifbourg 
is  fo  well  known  to  be  effentially  necef- 
fary,  that  I  need  not  repeat  any  rea- 
fons  why  it  fhould  be  retained. 

The  French  fhould  refign  all  claim  to 
Acadie  or  Nova  Scotia  ;  and  the  limits 
of  Canada  be  fettled  to  extend  no  far¬ 
ther  fouth  than  the  river  St.  Laurence. 

f  •  •  t  ^ 

0  *"  r  /  *'  *  *  ■  r  f  *-  r>  4f  >  w 

The  forts  on  the  lakes  Ontario  and 
Erie,  as  well  as  that  at  Crown  Point, 
fhould,  if  we  intend  the  enemy,  fhall  not 

here- 
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after  encroach  on  the  back  of  Our  let- 
dements,  be  put  into  our  poffetliou. 
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„  All  th?  forts  on  the  yxpftLof  the  Mif- 
fiffippi  fhould  likewifevbe  put  iuto  our  t 
poileffion  ;  or,  perhaps,  at  the  ,  next . 
commencement  of  hoftilities,  we  fhall 
hear  that  the  Carolinas  and  Virginia 
are  the  theatre  of  war. 
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AU  the  fhips  taken  before  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  war  to  remain  with  their  pre- 
fent  poffeffors. 

Things  being  fecured  in  this  or  fome 
fuch  like  manner,  it  appears  to  me  that 
another  war  cannot  break  out  in  any 
lhort  fpace  of  i  time;  nor  will  the 
French,  without  refources  we  have  ne¬ 
ver  heard  of,  be  able  to  fupport  one  a- 
gainft  us. 

* 

If  it  were  poflible  to  reduce  their 
marine  to  a  limited  number,  which 
fhould  never  be  exceeded,  I  believe  we 

fhould 
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Ihould  find  our  advantage  more  in  that 
article  than  in  a  combination  of  feveral 
of  the  others.  However,  as  this  may 
be  impracticable,  the  others  are  fub- 
mitted  to  your  confideration  as  an  equi¬ 
valents  ;  »  <  •  :  :  • 
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